Creating and Publishing a WordPress Blog
Own Domain Version

About The Author

After working for nearly 30 years in a challenging technological environment, Brian
Stephens now lives and works in the Languedoc Roussillon region of Southern France.
Since moving to France he has been involved with developing a new web design business
which is supplemented by his Internet marketing and blog writing activities.

Brian has created and published a number of blogs on the Internet using both the free
blogger platform provided by Google and by registering his own domains to support his
independent WordPress blogs.

This eBook has been written to provide a step by step procedure which can be used as a
general guide to anyone who wants to register their own domain name, create a new
WordPress blog and publish it independently on the Internet.

There are many benefits to taking this approach when blog writing, not least of which is
maintaining full ownership over the content material and value of the blog.

Using and Sharing this eBook

You are welcome to use and share this eBook with whomever you wish, this includes
posting it on websites, blogs or passing it on via email or any other suitable media.

The information has been provided in good faith for the purpose of assisting people to
create their own independent WordPress blogs. You cannot change the information
contained within it in any way and especially not for the purposes of claiming it as your
own or to try and sell it for commercial gain.
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Domain Registration

The process of registering a domain name in terms of physically going on line and making
a purchase is actually relatively straight forward. The hard part is coming up with a
unique name that is likely to attract traffic to your site. Making the name match a high
inquiry search term is one means of attracting traffic, particularly if there is not a high
level of competition for the term selected. That however is a whole different subject
which you can find out more about by visiting A Good Time is Blog Time under the
category Keyword Optimization.

Lets assume for the moment though that you have a domain name in mind and now you
want to find out if it is available and how much it costs.

My 2 favorite places for registering domain names are:

Va4 \
Click on the banner above for a UK based company that offers all the standard tld's such
as .com, .co,.uk, .eu etc. All you need to do is enter the domain name you want after the
www. in the search box and click on search. The results will show what tld's are available,
how much they cost and for how long before the registration needs to be renewed. Note:

you do not actually own the domain name outright, if you do not renew at the required
time, it can be sold on to a 3" party

Check the tld you require and click on 'add to basket’' , remember to uncheck any you don't
want.

When you are ready to pay click on 'OK, let's
continue and follow the payment instructions.
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If the results indicate that a domain is already taken but can be transferred | would tend
to avoid using any of these and try a different name that is available. Otherwise it just
becomes a little complicated and usually they aren't really available anyway.

1GB Space

10GB Bandwidth
Unlimited Blogs

Click on the banner above for A US based company that offers .com, .net, .org, .biz
and .info tld's.

Enter your domain inquiry into the form box after www. then check the tld's you are
interested in. Put in the captcha code and click on 'Lookup'.

Remember not to include a tld as part of the name, only select them using the check
boxes.

The results will tell you if the name is available or not and invite you to order now if it
is, the price will also be displayed.

Note: depending on the host you decide to use you may need to redirect the domain
name to different named servers than the ones allocated. This is so that when the
hosting company you eventually select is used that the website can be found via its URL.
For information, the named server is effectively the address for the physical location of
the files on the server.
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That said if you are registering your domain
with Hostazar then you would also be as well to host with
them as a joint package. The service is well suited to blogging
requirements and is a very affordable option. | have to be honest though, this site was
recommended to me and | have not used them personally as | have a multi-account with
Hostgator which | now use exclusively.

123-reg is another excellent 'value for money' domain registration option but was not
originally considered to be as well suited to hosting for blogs as say HostGator who are
my number one hosting choice and one that meets all the hosting requirements you are
ever likely to need as a blogger, or website designer for that matter.

123-reg has upgraded some of their hosting options more recently and their 'Plus’
package does now offer 1 click WordPress support, so for simplicity's sake you may
decide that using them for your hosting is a good option, your choice at the end of the
day.

The package is certainly affordable and you don't need to redirect the named servers if
you decide to both register your domain with them and host with them.

Remember when you purchase your hosting, to keep a note of the user name you select
and your password as you will need these to access the control panel at a later time.
They should be sent to you via an email from your company of choice, but it is a good
idea to make a note of them in hard copy as well, just in case something goes wrong
with your PC or you lose the email.

Have a look at the web hosting options available on the next page and then make your
decision as to which domain registration and web hosting package is the best for you.

If you decide to go with an alternative hosting package, then make sure it offers all the
tools that you will need as a blogger. Specifically a means of creating your blog and then
a means of updating and maintaining it, ideally beyond standard features.
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Web Hosting Options

The first hosting package of choice is HostGator:

A key feature of any web hosting package you choose for blogging is that you have access
to the 'Fantastico’ function that comes as a part of ‘Control Panel'. Both HostGator and
Hostazar offer this facility.

Fantastico is the 'control panel’ feature that is used to upload the WordPress functionality
onto your hosting server under the domain name you have selected and makes the
process of creating and setting up your WordPress blog very easy.

Without going into too much detail, there are other features that will also be required
such as .php support for example, so selecting the recommended web hosting suppliers
will mean that you can be pretty confident all your blogging needs will be met.

It is worth noting that for HostGator the prices offered per month are only typically
available if you purchase 3 years in advance. If you find that a little daunting then you
may want to consider going through a reseller hosting service that offers the same
facilities but usually at a reduced rate or time period. Bit like using a retailer rather than
a wholesaler.

123-reg is also a good value for money hosting package as long as you are not overly
concerned with having the control panel option available. Certainly the one click
WordPress feature makes creating a WordPress blog pretty straightforward and removes
the need for using Fantastico via the control panel.
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Getting Your Blog Published

Assuming you have chosen to register your blog domain name and host it on one of the

first two recommended hosting platforms, the next stage is to create a WordPress blog

using the Fantastico facility available through the control panel that comes as a part of
your package.

To access the control panel you type your domain name into the address bar of your
browser e.g. http:// then yourdomain.com/cpanel and press return.

Next you will get a login box:

Lo J [ corce |

You need to enter the user name and password that you created when you purchased the
hosting package. Then click on 'OK'.

The control panel will open and you will get a screen asking if you need help, just click
on '‘No I'm fine'.

Now you can scroll down to find the 'Software/Services' box which contains the
'Fantastico De Luxe’ icon.
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CGI Center Site Parl PHP PEAR PHP RubyGems Ruby an
Software Modules Packages Configuration Rails
Lo @ K1Y Fantastico De
php.ini Increase | Fantastico Luxe
QuickConfig Website D Luxe
Traffic

Click on the 'Fantastico’ icon to open the next screen.

R @

Contral Fantastico

Select Wordpress

Pra el
Fantastico
Navig.ut'ic-n
@ Fantastico Hame Uge Fantastico to automatically install any of the scripts listed on the left.

Installing any script will use gne of your available MyS(HL databases.

' Control Panel Home Removing any script will free up one of your used MySOL databases.

Following installations are nat up-to-date. Kedp your installations secure
WardPrass and up-be-date and ensure that future versions of Fantastico will be able
to maintain your installations by updating mow.,

Blogs Click on any of the items on the left to get more details,
' blewvolution
E el UPDATE NOWI

Classifieds d
© Moahs Classifieds WordPress
Location Installed Version Upgrade Link
Frnbfont bsmsoonsond blogauce. ooy 2.8 4 parade e 2 8.6

Click on 'Wordpress' under the 'Blogs' section.
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On the next screen you need to click
on the 'new installation option.

Control Fantastico

Panel

WordPress

< Fantoicavome WordPress

Short desceription: WordPress is a blogging software with a focus an
ease of wse, elegance, performance, and standards with a huge selection
of themes and plugins.

Blogs
' b2evolution

= Hucleus Homepage: http:fuordpress.oros
B WordPrass
WordPress support forum
Classifieds support forsm)
© Moshs Classifieds sy Inatalintion (2.5.6) Click on new
Content Management Disk space available: S09E22.5 MB installation

When you click on new installation you will get a form to fill in, complete the form as
follows:

Once you have done this, you are ready to install.
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Click on 'Install WordPress'

e WordPress

=
Blogs Install WordPrass (1/2)
& blevolution
& Hucleus Installation location
@ WordPress Install on H
domain J’CIIJI‘&]FI‘HH{:I]m i ""'l
Classifieds Install in [ ] =
e o ikt | — Leave this hlank

" Hoahs Classifieds
Leave empty to install in the root directery of the domain (access

example: http://demain).

- Content Management Enter anly the dirsctary name to inatall in & directary (Far http:/ fdomain
& Drupal [name/ enter name only). Thiz directary SHOULD HOT exisk, it will be

& Geeklog automatically creatad!
& Joomia 1.5
@ Joomla Admin access data =
p = Advabidiatrabor Put in a user

& 2 UFRMEma | name here

= PHR-Huke {you need
= phpWCMS this to anter

& phpWebSite the protected

. dmin areal

© siteframe = : <

& TYPO3 Fassword Fl'l ]’l:ll.lr ﬂl:lll‘III

: {you need

& Xoops this to antar Pmmlﬂﬂl here

& Zikula tha protected

admin areal
Customer Relationship

© Crafty Syntax Live Help | Base configuration You can put
el Lomor Lis e | — o nickname
& osTicket ;

= Admin a-mail here or just
ol PeriDosk {vour amail [admin@yuurdumain.cam| I

© PHP Support Tickets address) e s bt use your

& Support Logic Helpdesk R |"'r"uurNaw Blog | admin name

& Support Services Manager

Deszeriptian | |

Discussion Boards
& phpBE
& SMF

|_install WordPress |

At the next screen you just click on 'Finish
Installation’ and you are done.
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Using the WP-Admin Function

Once you have WordPress installed you can now access the WP-Admin function via your
web browser. Enter your domain name in the URL address bar of your browser as you did
to access control panel but this time instead of typing '/cpanel' you type '/wp-admin’ as
the suffix. This will take you to the WP login, enter the user name and password you
created when installing WordPress earlier, you can check remember me' as well if you
want to for future access. Then click ‘'Log In'.

@WORDPRESS

Username

Password

O Remember Me Log In

Register | Lost your password?
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At the next screen the area you are -
interested in is the ‘Appearance’ box, this is where -
you can add more themes , select a theme of choice and

adopt it for your blog.

A Good Time iz Blog Time

it Daskiord 0 Manage Themes | sz

i Posts Current Thenwe

O Mdin

& Links 2 colurtn Bl wp thame

L] Puges Al ol Bhwi Heeirta i Ml Brd bodabad i b fawrd ilog .

EJ Comments

Use Appearance to,
add and select a
theme for your blog.

R, Lners
T Tools

3 e o
1% Zettam

If you select 'Add New Themes' at the bottom of the menu, you will get a search option
which you can use to find additional themes. It actually allows you to select from a list
of features you would like by clicking the check boxes. This is a bit hit or miss,
sometimes you get results and other times you don't; or what you get is not what you

want.

A better way is to use a search engine and look for ‘free WordPress templates’, you will
find absolutely loads of themes to choose from. The norm is that you can view and
download a theme that grabs your imagination. Then all you have to do is upload it to
your server in the correct directory so that you can choose it as your option via the
appearance u above.
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The Long Way of Getting
a New Theme onto Your Server \h..,/’”/

When you find your new theme and download it to your PC, it will be normally be saved
as a .zip file. Go to the directory you downloaded it to using ‘explorer’ and double click
the .zip file to open it up. You should then be able to see the folder that contains the
theme files. Use the 'Extract all files' option to place the folder in a location you can
find, 'temp’ is a good choice.

Fie sad Folder Tasks 5 E
| | Erlleyd a [rlinalion ]
| Ll e e Rk g iy s TP ooy wll b qucrpconsd 50 e lncation you
| Y Co e ke -
| 3 Deeie v foier
| Snlnc? o Foiier 20 et Bl b
Pt [ i e N0 Tl (FRIY

12 Doourants o Setrgy Dvmgr i Mo Cat
{8

Now you can use Cpanel to upload the directory to
your server.
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Access Cpanel as prev10usly —
described using the '/cpanel’ SUfle in . ;
you browser address bar. This time you will be T —
using the 'Files’ option and specifically 'File Manager

P <€ <

e T € @
Legacy Fie Web Disk Dusk Space FiP
Usage Accounts

{

Backups Backup
Wirard

Select file manager’

FTF Session  Angnymious
Contral FTP
Navigate to your domain directory, the path is normally:
public_html/yourdomain.com/wp-content/themes/

This is the directory you want to be in to upload your new theme. Now all you do is click
on 'Upload'

File Manager

= -, = T

w o o o=

Fava Fiby M Copy Mo File
Folder

] fpublic_html/blogaude.comywp-of

B blogaude.com

cigl-bin Hi‘“‘l 'lhEl‘I'IES (] - Art Biog
# Awpaomin  Selected click
classic
= G wp-contaent on “plm
detauit

=3 plugins

= Select Th freebiog
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Use the 'Browse’ option to locate the
extracted directory for your chosen theme,
select it and click on 'Open’. The file will now upload
into the 'themes' directory. Use the '‘Back to' option to go back
to file manager and check the files are in fact there.

Maximum File Size allowed for upload: 25 MB

Yease select files to upload to fpublic_himlimydomain.com/wp-contentthemes

|_Browse_ |

Dverwrite existing files: O

®.Ad

Back to /home/brianrsl/pul

That is it, you can now return to the wp-admin screen and select the theme from the
available options.

OK | admit it, there is a quicker and much easier way to get a .zip file onto your server,
which | will now tell you about. But this has been a very useful exercise as it has
demonstrated to you how you go about getting any file you want onto your server. For
example if you wanted to offer an eBook you could upload the file using this method and
provide a URL path to it. There are also lots of other reasons why you might want to add
content to your blog in this way. So knowing how to do it this way is very useful.
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The Quick Way to Uploa
a New Theme

{&} Dashboard

& Posts

By Media

Q’ Links

[ Pages

) Comments
@ Ads ~ Select ‘Add New’
. Available Themes

0 Appearance

: - Themes
Widgets [ | i~

Editor

! Add New Themes .-—-n_ . . Ii I

Now select upload

Install Themes

[ |f

Search

Upload | Featured | Newest | Recently Updated

Search for thfmes by keyword, author, or tag.

Term [:: Search

Select ‘Upload’
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When you click on upload you get
a 'Browse’ option. Navigate to the .zip file and
select 'Open’ then click on ‘Install Now'.

&1 Install Themes

Search | Upload | Featured | Newest | Recently Updated

Install a theme in .zip format
If you have a theme in a .&ip format, you may install it by uploading it here.

| | Browsa. | Install Mow

The program will extract the files and place them in your theme options, you can then
click 'activate’ to make it the current theme.

Fotofolio 1.0.5 by
Wordspop.com

Wordpress Theme for Photography
lovers, Graphic Designers, of even a
Drawer. By: Pupung Budi Purnama.

Activate | Preview | Delete

All of this theme's files are located in
/themes/fotofelio .
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So yes this is a very good choice for
uploading the various options that are
configured for WordPress blogs. Adding new plugms can :
often be done this way also; or you can search for them in the
add new screen.

If you want to find out more about customising your theme further you can find out how
to do that by visiting How to Customise WordPress Themes

General Settings and Recommendations

Once you have your blog installed it is worth taking some time to work through the
Settings options and configure your set up.

General

This is fairly intuitive just make sure you have filled in all the boxes and set the fields as
required. In the Tagline' description try and include your primary keyword phrase for the
blog.

Writing

It is a good idea to check the XML-RPC box if you want to automate adding posts via a 3™
party software package. Doesn't hurt to do this even if you decide you are not going to
use it.

Under 'Update Services’ you can add ping details, this means these services will be
automatically updated when you post on your blog. The list below is a good sample of
services.

http://rpc.pingomatic.com/ http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping
http://blogsearch.google.com/ping/RPC2 http://api.my.yahoo.com/RPC2
http://ping.feedburner.com http://ping.weblogalot.com/rpc.php

You may need to register with some of these services for them to work, others will
accept the ping without registration so to be sure it would be worth taking a little time
to register. You can then also enhance your web
profile by registering and participating with some of
the better known sites.
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Reading
This can be arranged as per your preferences,
some people decide to only show 1 post per page for
example.

Discussion

Again configure as per your requirements but note that moderating comments is always a
good idea. Spammers will have a field day with you if you allow comments without
moderation and you could end up with links to all sorts of unsavory sites.

Set the notification to tell you when you receive a comment so you can have a look see
what it is. If you find your self being bombarded by a specific type of comment then you
should be able to use the blacklist to block it.

Media
As per your requirements

Privacy
Select the option you want but remember if you are trying to reach the public then you
need to select 'visible to everyone'.

Permalinks

This is where you can decide the naming convention for your blog posts, if you want the
post title to be used you can put /%postname%/ in the '‘Custom Structure' box and then
of course you need to ensure this option is selected.

Miscellaneous
As per your requirements
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Useful Plugins

Advertising Manager - By Scott Switzer, Martin Fitzpatrick | Visit plugin site

Askimet - By Matt Mullenweg | Visit plugin site

All in One SEO Pack - By Michael Torbert | Visit plugin site

CommentLuv - By Andy Bailey | Visit plugin site

Evermore - Bennett McElwee | Visit plugin site

Share This - By ShareThis | Visit plugin site

Top Commentators Widget - By Lorna Timbah (WebGrrrl.net) | Visit plugin site

Where to Find Great WordPress Themes

One of my favorite places for free WordPress themes is wordpressthemesbase.com You will
lots of fresh new themes to choose from and to ensure that you get a unique look to your
blog you can always edit the theme for different colours and fonts etc. Just make sure you
leave the information detailing the source of the theme so that you don't break the
copyright rules.

Another great source is freewpthemes.net
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WORDPRESS WP Remix this is the theme creator for the non technical person,

it allows you to create your own unique Wordpress theme without
as C MS ' having to do any coding. Visit A Good Time is Blog Time for a
review of the package and additional information

You Only Heed One

A TD DEAATY
YI InL VLD A

Why Waste Time Article Submitter

Hunting for Places| this software allows you to submit articles to multiple article

to Submit to? directories. Visit A Good Time is Blog Time for an honest review of
TR the package warts and all.

PhotoShop - all bloggers should utilise some sort of graphics editing package to make the
images you want more interesting and on topic. The recommended package is an
industry standard and you can find out more about it on A Good Time is Blog Time.
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Pointing Your Domain at a
Different Named Server in 123-Re

If you decided to use Hostgator to host your blog and 123-Reg for your ‘domain registration’,
you will need to change the named servers for your domain. To do this go to 123-Reg.co.uk
and logon to your control panel. Once in the control panel you select your domain name
from the drop down menu and then click on 'Manage'.

Hello Username o youl? B0 ol Domain search
Domain names Eate 2 niew domain &0 -
E:mam picieq
o s (s
Wity dissiner AYRIONE preacy i
) P N Click on~ "
Manage:
Dasraien Reprrihary Darum pmewals Dce Mark £ 4387 12 name
vl | Eveg! SR ey WS 0 O LN
B SR A 15T SE
infarmradion
a Sutsimans ﬁ Bamman e e
G 10 WV BSOS gt ®

Before you can change the nameserver you will need to unlock the domain, so click on
'‘Manage Domain Locking'.

Access my InstantSite Account
Manage DNS

Web Forwarding
E-mail Management

Select ‘Manage
Domain Locking’

Change Nameservers

Manage Domain Locking

Request Auth Code

Transter Domain to another 123-reg user
Display or Print an Involce
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As long as you had the correct domain name
selected when you started, you can now select
‘Unlock Domain' and then click '‘Back to Control Panel’

-!.E hach o

control panel |

domain names | email | web hosting | S5L | betsnishe | ecommerce | Vireal sercen | dedicated seneen
R BT Wetbas | [ S

Domain iockang alows: vou 19 lock a domain against iransfers and nameserser changes. This prewents
accidental changes 1o (he imgponant celails of your domain name, 85 it will need 10 be unkicked (an easy
process) before modifications will be accepted

This 5 & regeetny lock, nota 123-neg ook This means it won't presant ransfers bo another 123.neg wser, only bo
anoiher regestrar, .g Meteork Soluions.

Tha ciaimiain bogaude.com ik ocked
Select ‘Unlock domain’

Access my InstantSite Account
Manage DNS

Web Forwarding
Madify Contact Details
Manage Domain Locking
Roguest Auth Code

Transfer Domain to another 123-reg user
Display or Print an invaolce

Select ‘Change
Nameservers’ :
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All you need to do is change the 2
nameservers in the boxes to the ones that you have been
given by Hostgator and then click on ‘Change Namservers'.

L=l L L= R = U UL S T [ LW TN e TN Y e L= e LR R T C = L = NN TN Y

All set? Change name servers here

Enter new nameserver information:

Required
Nameserver 1: | nsoodhostgator com
Nameserver 2- | nexxxxhostgator. com

Optional,

Mameserver 3: Click on ‘Change

Nameserver 4° Nameservers’' when
you have entered the

|_Changs Nameseners | new names

Once you have done that scroll to the bottom of the page, click on '‘Back to Control Panel'
and then go back into the Manage Domain Locking and select ‘Lock Domain'. The changes
should then take place within 48 hours of you making the change.

So you can now log out and you will have your domain registered on 123-Reg and your blog
hosted on Hostgator, a winning combination | think. Oh and by the way you will be live on
the Internet so it is time to start posting. You do this in the 'wp-admin’ screen under 'posts’
and by selecting 'Add New'. As you are new to blogging it will probably be best to use the
'Visual' tab to write your posts as this is very similar to a word processor.

'HAVE A GOOD TIME BLOGGING'

because A Good Time is Blog Time
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